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Project presentation 
 
 
The Roots of Evil  is a documentary film project mixing historical investigation, animated sequences and 
interviews with specialists, to understand how the genocide of the Armenians made the Holocaust 
possible.  
 
 

our partners 
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During a visit of the former extermination camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau, Anna and Mathieu find out that 
some German officers, who had been serving in the Ottoman Empire during the genocide of the 
Armenians, found themselves among Hitler’s closest collaborators years later. They start to dig, ask 
questions and they discover studies made on the subject suggesting that some nazis were influenced by 
the Armenian extermination of 1915, and eventually it would serve as a model for the «Final Solution». 
Mathieu is a Frenchman and a grandson of a survivor of the Armenian Genocide; Anna is Polish and 
recently confided her Jewish origins, which her family had hidden for more than 70 years. So, the 
connexion between these two tragic events provokes their curiosity. 
 
By following the traces left by the genocide of the Armenians in the German history, Anna and Mathieu, 
a film makers married couple, search to pull the wires that connect it to the Holocaust. A historical 
investigation, which starts before 1915, using a mix of archives, interviews and animated sequences 
which leads up to our days in order to understand why the ghost of the Armenian Genocide still haunts 
our society. 
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Germany opens a new historical chapter of the Armenian Genocide 
 
On June 2nd, 2016, Germany became the 23rd country in the world to recognise the genocide of the 
Armenians. The resolution voted by the Bundestag goes further, because it revealed that Germany, 
Turkey’s historic ally, shared the responsibility of the events of 1915. Today we know, that the German 
Empire shielded the Turkish policy of violence towards the Armenians. The German militaries based in 
the Ottoman Empire witnessed the killings of the Armenians, and they did nothing. What is less known, 
is that some of them became Nazi officers among Hitler inner circle. And several historians support now 
that Nazis were influenced by the extermination of the Ottoman Armenian in their decision to eliminate 
the European Jews 25 years later.  
 
 
The Turkish patern 
 
In an interview he gave in 1931 to Richard Breiting, the editor-in-chief of the Leipziger Neueste 
Nachrichten, Hitler spoke of the destruction of the Armenians, and how the deportation, the 
displacement and the massacre was a means to supply a «living space» for Germany and the Aryan race. 
He continued on: «Think of the biblical deportations and the massacres of the Middle Ages and 
remember the extermination of the Armenians. One eventually reaches the conclusion that masses of 
men are mere biological plasticine.»  
 
The post-genocidal Turkey had fascinated the nationalists and the German extreme right wing. Turkey 
was a modern and prosperous state, which had solved its problem of minorities in a definite way, and 
with a total impunity.  
It had provided the evidence, that the purification of a nation of its unwanted elements on a large scale 
was possible, and that it was the preliminary foundation for the implementation of the nationalist dream.  
It became a model that would be followed for the German National Socialists, which aspired to a new 
type of state. 
 
 
A historical and current investigation 
 
Rudolf Höss, a young German soldier allocated to a Turkish division during the WW1, would become, 
25 years later, the commander of the Auschwitz camp. Max Erwin von Scheubner-Richter, the consul to 
Erzorum in 1915, became a close friend  and advisor to Hitler. By retracing the fate of some of these 
Nazis (who experienced both genocides), we will study how the Armenian Genocide affected German 
and European history. 
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This historic investigation, will offer a re-reading of the complicity of Germany in the  extermination of 
the Armenians in 1915 and will explore the perceptions and the reactions to the «Armenian catastrophy» 
in Europe between the wars (after WW1). We’ll try to explain how the concept of mass crime of the 
civilian population became an acceptable option for the state. It will also highlight the misconceptions 
about the Holocaust which still remains today. 
 
A film based on animated sequences, archive images and experts’ testimonies that will reinforce the 
deciphering of the links between these two genocides, and, perhaps, provide an answer to the question 
«How was it possible?».            
By going between the past and the present, we will try to understand why the genocide of the Armenians 
regularly shakes up current events. This will give us the opportunity to rethink the sense of «duty of 
memory» and the importance of the «work of memory», and to question the relationship between 
historians, political policies and society, while bringing the keys of understanding the current situation 
around the historical «memorial» laws in Europe.  
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The origins of the project 
 
For our honeymoon 8 years ago, Anna & I went to Turkey on the footsteps of my grandfather, a 
survivor of the genocide of 1915. That investigation trip gave birth to a documentary film The Son of the 
Olive Merchant. The film was released in cinema in France in 2012. It revealed the existence of a 
frightening denial of the genocide of the Armenians in Turkey, orchestrated by the state and backed up 
by a total revisionism of the Turkish history. At the time of the release of the film, there was some who 
thought the film was too critical about Turkey.  A country which, according to them, would start its work 
of recognition and acknowledging their responsibility for the genocide. 
  
Today, we are still convinced that the fight against the denial of a genocide, whatever it is, is a question 
of world democracy and human rights. That its recognition is a relevant question for all the humanity. 
The violent reaction of the Turkish government towards the German resolution in 2016 and more 
recently, with the Dutch members of parliament, shows that Turkey is still not ready to assume its 
history. Furthermore, the Turkish protests in Berlin, as well as death threats received by the German 
deputies of Turkish origin who supported the 2016 resolution, are clear signs that the Turkish denial 
infiltrated Europe. 
 
 
Denail versus freedom of speech 
 
The recognition of a genocide, in essence, is a matter of justice, not freedom of speech nor freedom of 
thought. So, should one worry when the Turkish denialists use the principle of the «freedom of speech» 
to justify their denial speech in Europe, and they inflame debates concerning the so-called «memorial» 
laws?  
Thus, in its judgement of October 15th, 2015, the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) found 
Switzerland guilty, which, according to the court, had disproportionately affected human freedom of 
speech of the Turkish politician Dogu Perinçek, by condemning him because he had qualified the 
genocide of the Armenians as an «international lie» during several conferences on the Swiss soil.  
Nevertheless, the ECHR have sanctioned for a long time the denial of the Holocaust, considering that 
«the denial of the Holocaust, even disguised in impartial historic research, translates invariably an 
undemocratic and anti-Semitic ideology». 
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Identifying the warning signs for the future 
 
Serge Klarsfeld, a French lawyer, said that without the genocide of the Armenians, the Holocaust would 
not have happened. Its global ideological character, its extension to a whole continent and the 
frightening technical innovation of the gas chambers, are some of the characteristics which distinguish 
the Holocaust from other genocides.  
However, the many similarities and closeness of the genocide of the Armenians with the Holocaust 
illustrate the importance and traps of how the past is handled, and that a comparative approach to these 
two genocides seems necessary in order to identify warning signs for the future. 
 
 
The sense of the «duty of memory» and the importance of the «work of memory» 
 
By giving voice to the contemporary actors of the «work of memory» who do not hesitate to connect the 
Holocaust and the genocide of the Armenians, and by examining the influence of the recent recognition 
by Germany of its involvement in the genocide of the Armenians for historical research, the film will 
offer the opportunity to rethink the meaning of the «duty of memory» and the importance of the «work 
of memory». Two distinct and equally necessary notions according to Paul Ricoeur (a french 
philosopher). 
 
In Germany, where the Turks constitute the first foreign community (more than 3 million), I will attach a 
particular interest to those Germans stemming from the Turkish immigration which defiy death threats 
and nationalist hatred of their country of origin by their position in favour of recognition of the genocide 
of the Armenians.  
We will thus question the motivations of the commitment of the German filmmaker of Turkish origin, 
Fatih Akin, fierce activist of the recognition of the genocide of the Armenians. Or those of Cem 
Özdemir, son of Turkish immigrants, co-leader of The German Green Party, who in a passionate speech 
given to the German Parliament on June 2nd, 2016, to support the resolution recognizing the genocide of 
the Armenians, states: «If the genocide of the Armenians of 1915 had been discussed, no ethnic minority 
would have been persecuted or attacked thereafter».  
 
 
The role of historical memorial laws 
 
Finally, the film will deal with the debates, which multiply in Europe, around so-called «memorial» laws. 
Are they a danger for fundamental human rights, are they purely vote catching or are they essential to 
respect the «duty of remembrance» and democracy? By focusing on the particular case of the 
criminalization of the denial of the genocide of the Armenians, along with that of the Holocaust, we will 
try to provide some answers to these questions. 
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Why use crowdfunding? 

 
 
Too committed, too personal, too original, and not consensual enough. Here are some of the main 
criticisms made by producers towards our previous film The Son of the Olive Merchant. It was for these 
reasons, and because Anna and I were convinced of the importance of the project, that the film was self 
produced, with a micro budget, that of our honeymoon. 
Despite the lack of means, this unclassifiable film has won a number of awards at various film festivals in 
France and around the world. It was released in France in 2012, and remained more than 12 weeks in 
theatres across the country. The reviews were laudatory and spoke about an « initiatic, poetic and 
educational film depicting the genocide of the Armenians ». Broadcasted on several TV channels in 
France and abroad, The Son of the Olive Merchant  is now regularly listed among the must-watch films which 
help in understanding the genocide of the Armenians. 
We can thus speak of a real success, which exceeded all our expectations, for a film that cost less than 
15000 euros. A beautiful reward for our relentless work and for all those who accompanied us in the 
adventure of the film, who still follow us today.  
 
 

 
 
Crowdfunding, which has become a significant player in independent production, appears today as an 
ideal alternative for this type of project too committed to meet the expectations of most production 
companies. Our latest film Burn in Love, produced in 2017, a feature length documentary film about love 
and the quest for transcendence, was produced entirely in an alternative way and largely thanks to 
crowdfunding. It is currently touring in film festivals and has already won some awards. 
 
We already know, «The Roots of Evil» does not fit in the usual production schemes. However, we are 
convinced of the importance of making such a film. Thus, we hope to collect at least a third, or a half of 
the budget of the film through crowdfunding, which we will launch April 17th, 2018. The rest of the 
funding will be provided, among other things, by co-productions in hardware with various service 
providers, joint-venture contracts to supplement the salaries of technical crew, self-production and 
sponsorship. 
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The Son of the Olive Merchant  helped us create our own structure of production Zfilms, which is still active 
today. Our network, our production tools and our expertise have developed since. We work with a 
professional and talented team, motivated, just like us, not by the financial profit, but by the conviction 
that a committed and meaningful cinema is necessary, and that to exist, it must free itself from classic 
production schemes. 
 
 
About the director 
 
Mathieu Zeitindjioglou is a film director, author, chief editor, artistic director and a painter. He explores 
image in all its formes and genres: fiction and documentaries (many were awarded), animations, 
commercials, video art and experimental films. His career has gradually led him to develop a complex 
and uncompromising but committed and meaningful art. His artistic palette has been enriched by his 
regular collaborations with other artists and directors. For more information, visit the website: 
http://www.mathieuz.com  
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April 17 th to June 1st 2018 
Crowdfunding campaign 

  
August to December 2018 
Shooting in Europe 
 
December 2018 to February 2019 
Negotiations with TV channels & distributors 

 
February to April 2019 
Shooting outside Europe & complementary shooting in Europe 

  
April to August 2019 
Editing, fabrication of animated sequences & post-production. 

  
End of 2019 
Release in France & around the world. 

  
 
 

 
 



The roots of evil, a film project by Mathieu Zeitindjioglou – Contact : zfilms@hotmail.com  
Website: https://www.therootsofevil.com/english 

 

11 

The Characters to appear in the film 
 
 
 
 
Beate et Serge Klarsfeld, a couple that 
dedicated their lives to the pursuit of Nazi war 
criminals. They led militant action for the 
recognition of the Holocaust, and for the 
responsibility of men and states in its 
implementation. They are also favorable to a law 
that would punish the denial of the genocide of 
the Armenians. Serge Klarsfeld declared that «If 
the genocide of the Armenians had been judged, 
that of the Jews would probably not have taken 
place». 
 
 
 

 

 
Raymond Kevorkian, historian, who will be a 
councillor and a historical consultant. He is the 
author of a dozen books on the modern and 
contemporary history of Armenians and Armenia. 
  

 
 
 
 
Yves Ternon. Historian, he has devoted himself to 
the research on crimes against humanity and, 
particularly, on the Jewish Holocaust, the Armenian 
and the Rwandan Genocide, about which he wrote 
many books. He is also interested in the question of 
denial. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

Cem Özdemir, co-chair of the German Green 
Party who supported the 2016 Armenian 
Genocide recognition resolution. He is the 
leader of the fight for the recognition of the 
genocide of the Armenians in Germany, son of 
Turkish immigrants, born in Germany. Cem 
Özdemir is the first person of Turkish origin to 
have been elected to the Bundestag. 
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Katarzyna a young Polish woman, multilingual 
guide, she has worked for a few years for a Krakow 
tour operator, which offers tours of the former 
Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp to foreign 
tourists. She tells us about her work, and the heavy 
responsability of the guides when transmitting the 
memory, a thight-rope tense between tolerance and 
respect.  
  

 
 

 

 
 

Zafer Senocak, Turkish-German poet and writer, 
born in Ankara, Turkey, he has lived in Germany 
since the age of eight. He is the author of 
«Dangerous Relationship», which portrays a new 
human type: the multicultural worrier. An 
autobiographical character who sinks into 
successive layers of History, from one genocide to 
another, and who can only wonder: «Could 
forgetfulness be a grater crime than an act itself?». 
  

 
 
 
 
Stefan Ihrig, professor of history at the Haifa 
University, and author of «Atatürk in the Nazi 
Imagination» and «Justifying genocide». He will be a 
councillor and a historical consultant. 

 
 

 

 
Fatih Akin, German filmmaker of Turkish origin 
and fierce militant for the recognition of the 
genocide of the Armenians. He is the director of 
«The Cut», the first major international production 
on the genocide of the Armenians. A commitment 
that has earned him several death threats. 
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